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Dear Praying lriends,

What does "friend" mean in Estonian? I recentlv

Eurasia

discovered that Estonians havc a nuch higher view about w'ho is a friend than rl'e Amerr..rns.
Think for just a llloll1ert how naDy friends do you ha1.e? One Estonian ChristiaD said that
ifhe \,Iere :rsL*d lhat questlen, he would h 'e to think whether he rea\ /ra: any fiiends. 'ihat
is not b€cause h€ is anti-social, but because Esionians reserve th€ word, friend, for only th€
closes!, lifelong relationships. Anyone else is merely an acquaintance. With Godt help, rre
$'ish to become such friends to these precious lstoniaDsl

Preaching at \ralkla: In September,l was invited b)'an Eslonian pastor to preach iD his Sunday
n1orni1lg service. I gladly accepted, and this sharp, young pastor efortlessly interpreted my
message into Estonian to his small to$'n congregation. I co$ider th is p asior to be avalllJble
contact, and I hope that next time I preach at his church, I will not need an interpreterl

Classes: Angela and I are in full-time language study. Three times a \,"'eek Angela's tutor comes
to our hone so that Angela has less time a$'ay liom th€ children. I l{as impressed Nhen she

recent\' signed up for an additional Estoniirn class that me€ts twice a week do$'nto$'n. She is

studying as much as she possibly can, $hile still functioning as $'ife and mother oftwol I must
say, I am proud ofherl

As far as my orvn language studl', I am also liring $'ith borh barrelsl Three times a week I go Io
Tallilln University for an Estoniar class for Russian speakers. Ofcourse, I dont speak Russian,

but I can still benefit since the teacher only speaks in llstoninn. Tlis class ls a real challenge for
mel Twice a $'eek I also neetwith a language tutor to rvork on coN€rsational skills.

c. .e l-r\e f,.on'r,coneorer.b o 1 e "rd ". \epoL-o.r \e. r,o le. rnlLE rl.ei
langudge, u'e hope to become true friends to them. As true friends, $'e musttell them the truth
abort sln, eternity, and God's gift ofllfe olTered to all. Praywith us about making true Istonian
friends, opportunities to share our faith, and open doors for starting a church in Estonia
sonretinle in 2010.
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